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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 
For THe Periop Jury 1, 1975, to JuNE 30, 1976 


Boston, July 1, 1976. 
Hon. Kevin H. Waite, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, — In complaince with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1, 1975, to 
August 15, 1975, inclusive; from September 4 to October 
3, inclusive; from October 16 to November 3, for military 

‘personnel; and from November 5 to December 31, 1975, 
‘© inclusive; from January 2, 1976, to February 2, 1976, 
f “inclusive; and from February 4 to June 30, 1976, inclusive. 


Vi At the central office from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., from August 


16, 1975, to September 2, 1975, inclusive; from October 4, 


Kee 1975, to October 14, 1975, inclusive, Saturdays included 


as noted. 
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At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., September 
3, 1975, for the City Preliminary Election; October 15, 
for the City Election; October 29, for the Special State 
Primaries in Wards 21 and 22. 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., November 
26, for the Special State Election. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 
6 P.M. to 9 P.M., except Saturdays, when the hours were 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., from August 16 to September 3, 
inclusive, for the City Preliminary Election; and from 
October 4 to October 15, inclusive, for the City Election. 

Extra sessions for the registration were held at the 
various Mini City Halls located throughout the city. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions 
of chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons 
qualified to vote but unable to appear at a registration 
office because of a physical disability were examined 
in their homes or other places of confinement upon receipt 
of an application for such registration. Persons so 
registered or found on the voting list were furnished 
with an application for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election held November 5, 1974, the 
number of voters on the list was 263,197. The number 
of voters on the first list published by the Board for 1975 
was 232,910. From that time to the close of registration 
for the City Election there were added the names of 
24,049 voters. Included in this figure are the names 
of 3,384 voters who where restored to the voting list 
without registration, under the provisions of chapter 244 
of the Acts of 1947, as amended. The number of voters 
on the day of the City Election held November 4, 1975, 
was 256,961, a decrease of 6,246 below the number of 
voters on the list preceding the State Election. The 
number of voters on the final list was 258,059. 


NomInNATION Papers, REFERENDUM, AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS 


A total of 94 persons declared their intentions for 
nominations to City Offices — 14 for Mayor; 51 for City 
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Councillor, and 29 for School Committeeman; 33 of these 
did not file nomination papers; the remaining 61 candi- 
dates submitted 4,156 papers on which 112,224 names 
were checked; 4 candidates were certified for the office 
of Mayor; 32 candidates were certified for the office of 
City Councillor; and 16 candidates were certified for 
the office of School Committeeman; 79 nomination 
papers for the Special State Primaries on which 2,037 
names were certified; 381 nomination papers for the 
Presidential Primaries on which 7,090 names were 
certified; 9 initiative petitions consisting of 1,775 papers, 
on which 46,049 names were certified; 1 petition for 
recount of ballots cast in the City Election, consisting 
of 98 papers, on which 1,206 names were certified; 
making a total of 6,489 papers filed on which the names 
of 168,606 voters were certified. 


SoutH Enp Prosgecr AREA COMMITTEE 
(SEPAC) ELEcTION 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by 
a resolution passed by the Boston City Council on May 
5, 1969, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, Mayor 
of Boston, on May 8, 1969, to conduct an election of 
9 Delegates at Large and 30 District Delegates (2 from 
each district) to serve on the South End Project Area 
Committee. This committee is to represent 15 districts 
within an area delineated by the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority. Previous elections were held in 1969, 1971, 
and 1973. 

The Board of Election Commissioners divided the 
area into 15 districts in compliance with the resolution 
passed by the Boston City Council. 

In accordance with the resolution the current voting 
list of the said area was recompiled into the 15 respective 
, districts and used as the voting list. In addition a person 
_was allowed to register to vote at each polling place 
so he or she would be eligible to vote. 

A total of 72 candidates declared their intentions for 
nomination to office; 18 candidates filed for Delegate 
at Large and 54 candidates filed for District Delegate. 
The 72 candidates submitted 176 nomination papers, 
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on which 2,942 names were certified; 18 candidates were 
certified for Delegate at Large, and 54 candidates were 
certified for District Delegate. The date of July 15, 1975, 
was selected by the Board of Election Commissioners 
to hold the election. Also, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners designated polling places for the 15 districts. 


At this election 2,933 persons cast their votes. 


Fenway Progect AREA COMMITTEE 
(FENPAC) ELEction 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by 
a resolution passed by the Boston City Council on 
October 30, 1972, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, 
Mayor of Boston, on October 30, 1972, to conduct an 
election of 3 Delegates at Large and 6 District Delegates 
(one from each district) to serve on the Fenway Project 
Area Committee. This committee is to represent 6 
districts within an area delineated by the Boston Re- 
development Authority. 

The Board of FENPAC divided the area into 4 districts 
in compliance with the United States District Court 
Civil Action No. 74-4897G dated August 26, 1975. 

In accordance with the resolution the current voting 
list of the said area was compiled into 4 respective 
districts and used as the voting list. 

A total of 22 candidates declared their intentions for 
nomination to office; 6 candidates filed for Delegate 
at Large, and 16 candidates filed for District Delegate. 
The 22 candidates submitted 71 nomination papers, on 
which 980 names were certified; 6 candidates were 
certified for Delegate at Large, and 16 candidates were 
certified for District Delegate. 

The date of March 30, 1976, was selected by the Board 
of Election Commissioners to hold the election. Also, 
the Board of Election Commissioners designated a polling 
place in each of the 4 districts. 

At this election 809 persons cast their votes. 

The Delegates from District 4 were nominated and 
elected by a write-in vote. 
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RECOUNTS 


Recounts of votes cast in the City Election for City 
Councillor in all Wards, except 4, 9, and 14, were held 
on November 20, 21 ,24, 25, 26, and December 4 and 5, 
1975. 

Recounts of votes cast in the Presidential Primaries 
for Democratic State Committeeman were held in 
Ward 2; and for Ward Committee in Ward 7. 


REVISION OF VoTING LIST 


The names of 3,484 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city, 


and other causes. 
JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1975 contained 
the names of 7,305 residents of Boston. During the time 
covered by this report 4,295 names were drawn for jury 


service. — 
ABSENTEE VOTING 


In accordance with chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, 
as amended, regulating the method of processing and 
counting absentee ballots made it mandatory that, after 
processing and examination of the affidavits in the 
central office is completed, the absentee ballots must 
be sent to the precinct polling places to be cast and 
counted. In accordance with chapter 267 of the Acts 
of 1975, absentee ballots received on election day shall 
be processed and examined in the central office and 
may be counted at the office at the hour of closing of the 
polls and after the canvass and the count has been 
completed each precinct tally sheet, official returns book, 
and check list shall be amended when delivered to the 


central office. 

Absentee voting applied to the City Preliminary and 
City Election and to the Special State Primaries and 
Election. Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulat- 
ing absentee voting, made it possible for a registered 
voter who would be absent from the city on the day 
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of the election, and who had no mailing address outside 
of Boston to which a ballot could be mailed and seasonably 
returned in time to be sent to the polling place before 
the close of the polls on election day, to receive a ballot 
in hand and vote by such ballot in the central office 
before he departed from the city. 

Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee 
ballots in 1975, and Presidential Primaries in 1976: 


Special Special 
City City State State Presidential 
Preliminary Election Primaries Election Primary 


Applications Received 


Civilian . F 3 q : ; - 3 256 521 17 0 321 
Physically Disabled . ; Z : 1,106 1,535 111 5 271 
Federal Service Personnel . ; : : 10 22 0 0 43 
Total . é 4 5 3 : 3 0 1,372 2,078 128 5 635 
Applications Rejected 
Civilian . : 4 ; 0 S C 5 12 37 1 0 23 
Physically Disabled . : H : j 2 100 2 0 28 
Federal Service Personnel . 4 : 0 0 0 0 0 
Total . i ‘ ‘ 6 § 5 : 104 137 3 0 51 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Civilian . ; i 5 é : ‘ 4 244 484 16 0 298 
Physically Disabled . : A 5 é 1,014 1,435 109 5 243 
Federal Service Personnel . H 5 : 10 22 0 0 43 
Total . 5 f 5 : fs ; j 1,268 1,941 125 5 584 
Ballots Returned 
Civilian . ‘: $ ‘ j : 5 g 183 350 9 0 275 
Physically Disabled y 3 ; 3 587 1,155 78 3 156 
Federal Service Personnel . 5 3 A 5 6 0 0 30 
Total . 6 0 é . , 6 . T75 1,511 87 3 461 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
All Classes. 5 6 6 © 6 6 57 164 2 0 31 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes. : ; : . . 3 718 1,347 85 3 430 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed . . - -; 1 25 6 0 3 
Ballots Returned too Late . + «+ -« 33 110 0 0 64 


Of the 2,837 absent voter envelopes returned and 
examined, 254 were rejected for various reasons by the y 
examiners. None of the ballot envelopes so rejected were 
opened to reveal the contents therein. The remaining 
2.583 ballot envelopes were subsequently delivered to the 
proper polling places prior to 9 P.M. to be cast on the 
day of the election as required by law. 
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AMERICAN PARTY 


At the State Election held November 5, 1974, the 
American Party polled more than 3 percent of the votes 
cast for Governor and hence attained status as a political 
party. Although no candidate was nominated, American 
Party ballots were printed for the first time in Boston 
for the Special State Primaries in the twenty-seventh 
Suffolk Representative District held November 18, 1975. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Commissioner Perle Dyar Chase and Secretary of the 
Board retired December 31, 1975. Mr. John M. Robinson 
was appointed on February 25, 1976, to succeed Mr. 
Chase as Commissioner for the term ending April 1, 1977. 
Commissioner Joseph D. Murphy continued as Chairman 
of the Board, and Commissioner Joseph W. Fitzgerald 
was elected Secretary to succeed Mr. Chase. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
July 1, 1975, to June 30, 1976, amount to $1,510,305.60. 


JosEpH D. Murpuy, 

JosEPH W. FITZGERALD, 

Joun M. Rosinson, 

Witiiam A. McDermott, JR., 


Board of Election Commissioners. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 
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TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF 
LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, REG- 
ISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS, NUM- 
BER OF VOTERS PARTY ENROLLED AND 
PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOTING PRE- 
CINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE NUMBER OF 
VOTES CAST FOR EACH CANDIDATE AT THE 


PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION . September 23, 1975 
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SPECIAL STATE ELECTION  ._— . December 16, 1975 


PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES . . March 2, 1976 


Ciry Document No. 10 


POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 


As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1975 


Ward 1 Suet Cen 5 Sah iis : : . 5 : 38,313 


2 : : f 5 * Poe , : SN kau ee 16,877 
3 24,533 
4 28,395 
5) 40,953 
6 é : : : SAN tue Saba : : : : 19,961 
7 24,455 
8 12,196 
9 13,070 
10 : : : : s Sati hia tsttast sO a eee ne 21,164 
11 ; : 2 ; ; Sy Valen eee kta ae s 5 21,513 
12 : : A 4 SN ay ee cea lesion : P : 19,887 
13 : 5 : : Sen sami aeciiy ehh , Bp no aie 23,920 
14 : Lelie’ : : ot eae Meee Pag rath nae 41,579 
15 : Aarons ; ites iO : : pata 20,993 
16 4 aunt as : : SW eee ATRIA OSM UA 28,786 
17 : : 5 : : ave) ice Us TE nba Ce eRe ce 30,828 
18 iW diceiinan gecesi LO my cTeRTSAR een LC AGU CoRR Oe : a Hes 63,726 
19 ‘ : : ; : : : 5 : ene te 28,291 
20 : B : é ; : : ROIS Hh Sb ec 45,758 
21 : ; : ' : UN 3 Shige Se chee 43,233 
22 ‘ i ; : : : : i ites 4 : s 29,955 


Aotal Wena aera : : : j se : : 637,986 
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